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¥ NE can fcarce pafs an hour in any 

2%, company without hearing it fre- 

quently afferted, that the prefent 

generation of fervants in this coun- 

try are the proudeft, and the lazieft, 

the moft profligate, infolent, and 

extravagant fet of mortals any where to be found on 
the face of the globe: to which indifputable truth I al- 
ways readily give my affent, with but one fingle ex- 
ception, which is that of their mafters and ladies. Now, 
though by this exception I have incurred the contemp- 
tuous {miles of many a wife face, and the indignant, 
frowns 
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‘frowns of many a pretty one, yet I fhail here venture 
‘to thew, that the pride and lazinefs of our fervants, from 
whence their profligacy, infolence and extravagance mutt 
unavoidably proceed, are entirely owing, not only to 
our example, but to our cultivation, and are but the 


hatural productions of the fame imperfections in our- 


felves. 


In the firft place then, pride has put it into our heads, 
that it is moft honourable to be waited on by gentle- 
men_and ladies ; and all, who are really fuch by birth 
or education, having alfo too much of the fame pride, 
however neceffitous, to fubmit to any fervitude how- 
ever eafy, we are obliged to take the loweft of the peo- 
ple, and convert them by our own ingenuity into the 
genteel perfonages, we think proper fhould attend us, 
Hence our very footmen are adorned with gold and fil- 
ver, with bags, toupees, and ruffles: the valet de 
chambre cannot be diftinguifhed from his mafter, but by 
being better dreft ; and Joan, who ufed to be but as good 
as my lady in the dark, is now by no means her inferior 
in the day-light. In great families I have frequently in- 
treated the maitre d’ Hotel to go before me, and have pul- 
led a chair for the butler, imagining them to be part, and 
not the leaft genteel part, of the company. Their diver- 
fions too are no lefs polite than their appearance ; in 
the country they are fportfmen, in town they frequent 
plays, opera’s, and taverns, and at home have their 


routs and their gaming-tables. 


Bort left thus exalting our fervants to an equality 
with ourfelves fhould not fufficiently augment their 
pride, and deftroy all fubordination, we take another 

method 
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‘method. ftill ‘more effectually to compleat the work, 
which is, debafing ourfelves to their meannefs by a ri- 


diculous imitation. of their dreffes and occupations. 


Hence where derived the flapped hat, aad. cropped. 


hair, the green frock, the long ftaff, and buckékin, 


breeches: hence, amongft the ladies, the round-cared 
cap, the ftuff night-gown, white apron, and black 
leather fhoe: and hence many perfons of the highest 
rank daily employ themfelves in riding matches, dri- 
ving coaches, or in running before them, in order to 
convince their domeftics how greatly they are infe- 
rior to them in the execution of thefe honourable of- 
fices. Since then we make ufe of fo much art to 
‘corrupt our fervants, have we reafon to be angry 
with their concurrence? Since we take fo much pains 


to inform them of their fuperiority, and our weaknefs,, 


can we be furprifed that they defpife us, or difplea- 
fed with their infolence and impertinence? 


As the pride of fervants thus proceeds from the 
pride, fo does their lazinefs from the lazinefs of their 
matters : and indeed, if there is any charatteriftic pe- 
culiar to the young people of fafhion of the prefent 
age, it is their lazinefs, or an extreme unwillingnefs 
to attend to any thing, that can give them the leait 
trouble, or difquictude; without any degree of which 
they would fain enjoy all the luxuries of life, in con- 
tradiGtion to the difpofitions of providence, and the 
nature of things. They would have great eftates 
without any-management, great expences without any 
accounts, and great families without any difcipline 
or ceconomy; in fhort, they are fit only to be inhabi- 
tants of Lubberland, where, as the child’s geography 

, informs 
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informs us ‘men’ “Tie, tipon « their® - backs: witht. theie 
mouths open,’ fand3 it’ rains vefat pigss- ready , roafteds: 
From this - priniciple,: when the pride: t hey h ave infu- 


fed into Ghee fervants has produced a propo rticmatl e 


degree of lazinefs, their Gwh lazihetS is thos preva- 
lent; ‘to fuffer. them’ to dtimggie..wihy'that cof. their 
fervatits 5‘ and. they: rather-chyte. that all; bifineis: fhould 
be neglected, than to enforce the performance of it ; and 
to give up all authority, rather than take the pains to 
fupport it : from whence it happens, that in great and 
noble families, where the domeftics are very numerous, 
they will not fo much as wait upon themfelves ;' and 
was it not for the friendly affiftance of chair-women, 
porters, chairmen and fhoe-blacks, procured by’ a ‘ge- 
nerous diftribution of coals, candles and provifions, the 
common offices of life could never be executed. In fuch 
it is often as difficult to procure conveniencies, as in 
a defart ifland; and one frequently wants neceflaries in 
the midft of profufenefs and extravagance. In fuch fa- 
milies I have fometimes been fhut up in a cold room, 
and interdicted from the ufe of fire and water for half 
a day; and, though, during my imprifonment I have 
feen numberlefs fervants continually paffing by, the 
utmoft I could procure of theni was, that they would 
fend fomebody to relieve my necefiities, which they 
never performed. In fuch I have feen, when a favou- 
rite dog has difcharged a too plentiful dinner in the 
drawing-room, at the frequent ringing of the beil nu- 
merous attendants make their appearance, all intreated 
to depute fome one to ‘remove the nufance with the 
utmoft. expedition, byt no one has been, found i in fuch 
a houfe mean enough | to undertake fuch an employment ; ; 
_ and 7 it has lain fmoaking' under the notes of the illuf- 
- trious company during the whole evening. 


a] 
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I.coutp produce innumerable inftances, minute in- 
deed and unobferved, but well worthy obfervation, of 
the encroachments of our fervants on our eafivefs and 
indolence, in the introdu€tion of moit of the fafhions 
that have prevailed for feveral years paft in our equipa- 
ges, and domeftic ceconomy ; all which are intirely cal- 
culated for their pleafure, eafe, or advantage, in dire&t 
contradiction to our own. ‘To mention buta few: our 
coaches are made uneafy, but light, that they may whirl 
us along with the utmoft rapidity, for their own amufe- 
ment. Glaffes before are laid afide, and we are immured 
- in the dark, that the coachman may no longer be under 
our infpection, but be drunk or afleep without any ob- 
fervation. Family liveries are difcarded, becaufe badges 
of fcurrility, which might give information to whom 
their wearers belonged, and to whom complaints might 
be addreffed of their enormities. By their carelefinefs 
and idlenefs they have obliged us to hire all our horfes, 
and fo have got rid of the labour of looking after them. 
By their impofitions on the road they have forced us 
into poft-chaifes, by which means they are at liberty to 
travel by themfelves, as it beft fuits their own eafe and 
convenience. By their impertinence, which we have 
not patience to endure, nor refolution to reprefs, they 
have reduced us to dumb-waiters, that is, to wait upon 
ourfelves ; by which means they have fhaken off the 
trouble and condefcenfion of attending us. By their 
profufion and mifmanagement in houfe-keeping, they 
have compelled us to allow them board wages, by 
which means they have obtained a conftant excufe to 
loiter at public-houfes, and money in their pockets to 
fquander there in gaming, drunkenefs, and extrava- 
gance. The laft of thefe is an evil of fo gigantic a fize, 
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fo conducive to the univerfal corruption of the lower 
past of this nation, and fo entirely deftru€tive of all 
family order, decency and céconomy, that it well de- 
ferves the confideration of a legiflature, who are not 
‘themfelves under the influence of their fervants, and 
«can pay them their wages without any inconvenience. 

From what has been faid it plainly appears, that every 
man in this country is ill ferved in proportion to the 
number and dignity of his fervants; the parfon, or 
the tradefman, who keeps but two maids anda boy 
not exceeding twelve years old, is ufually very well 
‘waited on; the private gentleman infinitely worfe ; but 
~perfons of great fortunes or quality, afraid of the idols 
of their own fetting up, are neglected, abufed and im- 
poverithed by their dependants ; and the King himfelf, 
as is due to his exalted ftation, is more impofed on, and 
worfe attended, than any one of his fubjects. 
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